Heimkehrers, der nach dem Krieg nach
Deutschland zuriickkehrt und sich dort
mit zerstorten Hoffnungen konfrontiert
sicht, steht dabei im Zentrum, wobei
Pérez Zancas den von Marc Augé geprig-
ten Begriff des Nicht-Orts sowie Michel
Foucaults Konzept der Heterotopien fiir
ihre Textanalysen auf gewinnbringende
Weise fruchtbar macht. »Dystopische
Visionen« umkreist auch die Arbeit von
Enric Bou, der den Spuren des spani-
schen Lyrikers Pedro Salinas in Amerika
nachgeht und dabei dessen einzigen, den
Abwurf der ersten Atombombe literarisch
verarbeitenden Roman La bomba increib-
le (1950) besonders wiirdigt. Das »Motiv
des leeren Wartens« bei Anna Seghers
und der katalanischen Autorin Teresa
Piamies behandelt Loreto Vilar, wihrend
Caspar Battegay Franz Werfels utopi-
schen Reiseroman Stern der Ungeborenen
(1946) nicht als Science Fiction, son-
dern als Zeitroman liest — seine Analyse
verdeutlicht Werfels kreativen Umgang
mit Zeitkonzepten im Kontext einer von
theologischen Beziigen nicht freien Poe-
tologie der literarischen Moderne. Wolf-
gang Stephan Kissel untersucht »Figuren
der Zeit(losigkeit)« in der Prosa von Vla-
dimir Nabokov, und Anna Montané geht
den »Spuren des Utopischen« in dem
ohne Gattungsbezeichnung publizierten
Erinnerungsbuch Austerlitz (2001) von
W. G. Sebald nach. In den oft im Modus
ciner diffusen ‘Trauer gehaltenen, die
prinzipielle Unabschliefbarkeit des Ver-
gangenen herausstellenden Erinnerungen
des Jacques Austerlitz macht Montané,
durchaus iiberraschend, auch einen ver-
haltenen utopischen Gestus dingfest.
Trotz des hochinteressanten Gene-
ralthemas, trotz innovativer komparatis-
tischer Fragestellungen und trotz vieler
aufschlussreicher Einzelanalysen kann
der Tagungsband den Charakter einer
literaturwissenschaftlich-philosophi-
schen Buchbindersynthese nicht ganz
verbergen. Er zeigt auch, wie weit die
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Spezialisierung in den Kultur- und Text-
wissenschaften fortgeschritten ist und
wie mithsam es sein kann, heterogene
Forschungsfelder und Analysemetho-
den unter einem gemeinsamen Nenner
zu subsumieren. Insofern wird Utropie im
Exil manchem etwas bringen, aber nicht
unbedingt alle an derartigen Fragen Inte-
ressierte unmittelbar in seinen Bann zie-
hen. Doch von einem Tagungsband wie
diesem mehr zu erwarten, wire wahr-
scheinlich ein wenig vermessen.

Klaus Hiibner

Silvia Petzoldt: Selbst- und Fremdbil-
der in den Minderheitenliteraturen Sie-
benbiirgens. Eine vergleichende Studie
2u Paul Schuster (1930-2004) und An-
dras Siitdé (1927-2006). [Images of Self
and of Others in the Minority Literature
of Transylvania. A Comparative Study
on Paul Schuster (1930—-2004) and An-
dras Siit6 (1927—-2006)]. (Forschungen zu
Sudosteuropa. Sprache-Kultur-Litera-
tur, Bd. 8, Hg. Gabriella Schubert.) Wies-
baden: Harrassowitz Verlag 2015. 242 S.

This profound analysis by the young Ger-
man literary scholar Silvia Petzoldt on
fictional alterity concepts in Southeast-
ern Europe provides us a comparative
study of the historiographic novel Fiinf
Liter Zuika [Five Liter Brandy, 1* volume
1961, 2" volume 1965] by the Transylva-
nian-German author Paul Schuster (1930,
Hermannstadt, rum. Sibiu - 2004, Berlin)
and the lyrical sociographic diary novel
Anydm konnyii dlmot igér [My Mother Pro-
mises Sweet Dreams, 1970] by the Tran-
sylvanian-Hungarian author Andris Siité
(1927, Pusztakamards — 2006, Budapest).
Both authors played central roles in the
cultural-political lives of their respective
minorities in 1950—70s Romania, and the
novels chosen by Petzoldt are their best
known and most widely translated works.
Moreover, both authors write about rural
environments and the coexistence of their
minoritics with members of other ethnic
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groups, and are largely built on personal
and collective memories. This makes the
two novels ideal for a comparative study.

The published doctoral dissertation
focusses on how these literary productions
address the auto-stereotypes of the respec-
tive German and Hungarian minorities in
the tempestuous history of the 20 centu-
ry, namely in the interwar period (mostly
in the case of Schuster) as well as during
the following communist regime (most-
ly in the case of Siitg). Silvia Petzoldt is
a well-versed expert of the multi-ethnic
‘Transylvanian history and its related lite-
rary developments, which is evident from
her many published studies and confe-
rence talks on this topic before the pub-
lication of this monograph.' Petzoldt was
well equipped to successfully carry out this
project, having studied Political Science,
Hungarology and Sociology at Humboldt
University Berlin 2001-2007, as well as
having had several shorter fellowships in
Hungary and her advanced knowledge in
both Hungarian and Romanian in addition
to her native German. Moreover, her par-
ticipation in the German Research Trai-
ning Program »Cultural Orientations and
Societal Structures in Southeast Europe«
(2006-2015), at Friedrich Schiller Univer-
sity in Jena, offered her a good context for
being supported not only by a well-known
expert of South-eastern Europe, Professor
Gabriella Schubert, but by a larger expert
and peer group as well. In the preface, the
list of acknowledgements includes further
references to scholars at Hungarian and
Romanian universities, contacts to archi-
ves, libraries and relatives of the authors
and everyday people in the area.

In Transylvania, with its Romanian,
Roma, Hungarian and German popula-
tion, multiculturality has played a crucial

1 For a more complete list of published studies please
turn to the CV of the author: http://www.osteuropa.
uni-jena.de/graduiertenkolleg/files/Silvia-Petzoldt.
pdf
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role in shaping the identity of the peo-
ple. The political, economic and cultu-
ral conflicts have radically restructured
themselves as “Iransylvania became part
of Romania at the end of 1918. The situa-
tion worsened with the end of the Second
World War, as Romania entered the
political sphere of influence of the Sovi-
et Union and the political leadership of
Petru Groza gave way to the dictatorships
of Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej and Nicolae
Ceaugescu. The rich local German and
Hungarian literary production from this
period offers many interesting literary
works that can be evaluated as valuab-
le documents of the time. Based on this
extensive corpus, two representative liter-
ary works were selected, though not much
is said about other possible candidates for
this comparative study. In the future it
would be absolutely worthwhile to com-
pare these works, which examine cultural
and ethnic interactions under the special
conditions of the communist dictatorship
in Romania, with contemporary works on
the same topic by internationally renow-
ned authors such as Gyorgy Dragomin,
Andrea Tompa, Herta Miiller, and Oskar
Pastior.

Until Petzoldt began this research, the
life work of Paul Schuster had been litt-
le explored. This is why a review of the
materials in the estate at the archive of the
Institute for German Culture and History
of Southeastern Europe at Ludwig-Maxi-
milians-Universitit Miinchen was carried
out in the context of her dissertation.
Though many studies and monographs
have dealt with the rich but often cen-
sored Hungarian literary developments
in 20" century Romania, as well as with
Andris Siitd’s works, auto-stereotypy of
his metaphoric work My Mother Promises
Sweet Dreams was only partly addressed.
Therefore, the work of Petzoldt not only
reveals new facts about Schuster’s life and
work, offering a comprehensive systema-
tic analysis of intercultural and cultural
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concepts, but also presents the results of
pioneering comparative research between
Transylvanian German and Hungarian
literatures. In this regard, aside from the
works of the Transylvanian literary scho-
lar Andris Balogh and a few other studies
and some very recent doctoral theses (e. g.
by Anita SzEll, Erika Komor), there is a
paucity of preliminary work on this topic.

In the introduction (Chapter 1), the
author underlines the aim of the mono-
graph, which is to examine representa-
tive works of two minority authors in a
comparative, interliterary form, as well
as to contribute to the localization of
the authors in Romanian-German and
Transylvanian-Hungarian literatures in
Romania. The theoretical and metho-
dical framework described in Chapter 2
illuminates the imagological comparative
approach and the narratability of cultural
and communicative memory (following
Jan and Aleida Assmann). Thus, the main
ambition of the work is to examine the
text-internal functioning of the images,
which are strongly shaped by the nar-
ratorial voice, the prevailing historical
concepts, the determining minoritari-
an homeland concepts, and the rituals
of festivals and customs and of everyday
life. Therefore Chapter 5 which discusses
these issues is the most original and most
preeminent part of the book.

Pointing out how much the art and
nature of narration influences the flow of
information, with the capacity to illumi-
nate or alienate, Petzoldt aptly compares
Schuster’s multiperspectival narration to
Siitd’s explicit, fictive narratorial voice in
the following passage:

»'T'he narrators of both novels are cha-
racterized by their spatial-temporal fixa-
tion. In this respect the different combi-
nations of »the reporting narration« and
»the scenic representation« in the respec-
tive works play a crucial role. In Siit§’s
novel the conversations between the vil-
lagers are often quoted, thus the narrator
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withdraws altogether; while at other occa-
sions the narrator reports on the events.
In Schuster’s novel the mixture of reflec-
tor and narrator modes dominate, which
occurs within the same text passages and
their clear separation is barely possib-
le. Beyond these passages, the narrator
appears as an auctorial narrator, who, on
the one hand, by using colloquial langua-
ge makes himself known as part of the
community, but now and then gives the
impression that it is an oral storytelling,
we are amidst of a real narrative situati-
on.« (p. 160)*

While the longest chapter of the book
(Chapter 5, pp. 127-212) investigates the
central works of Schuster and Siité with a
text-oriented hermeneutic analysis focus-
sing on intrinsic plausibility of denotati-
ve and connotative meanings of cultural
references, the two chapters leading up
to it offer insight into deeply embedded
historical and cultural-political processes.
Chapter 3 provides a historical overview
of 20" century multicultural Romanian
history, which serves as a background for
a narratological analysis of the German
and Hungarian imagotype systems of the
villages Kleinsommersberg (Schuster)
and Pusztakamards (Siit6). This analysis
includes a discussion of spatial-regional
perspectives as possible constituents in

> Beide Erzihler sind durch ihre riumlich-zeitliche
Fixierung charakterisiert. Festzuhalten ist in die-
sem Zusammenhang die unterschiedliche Verkniip-
fung von »berichtender Erzihlung« und »szeni-
scher Darstellung« in beiden Werken. Bei Siitd
werden die Gespriche zwischen den Dorfbewoh-
nern zitiert, in denen der Erzihler ginzlich zuriick-
tritt; gleichzeitig berichtet der Erzihler in anderen
Kapiteln iiber das Geschehen. Bei Schuster tritt
ebenfalls eine Mischung von Reflektormodus und
Erzihlermodus auf, die jedoch innerhalb der Text-
passagen erfolgt und eine Trennung beider Modi
meist erschwert. Jenseits dieser Passagen tritt der
Erzihler als auktorialer Erzihler in Erscheinung,
der sich mittels der Umgangssprache einerseits als
Teil der dargestellten Gemeinschaft zu erkennen
gibt, noch dazu hin und wieder den Anschein
erweckt, als handele es sich um einen miindlichen
Erzihlbericht, um eine reale Erzihlsituation.
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the processing of a homeland concept,
including references to key historical
events for the Germans and Hungarians,
such as the First and Second World Wars
and the date of 23 August 1944. Chapter 4
is an overview of Romanian cultural poli-
cies between 1944 and the 1970s, which
strongly influenced the unfolding of the
two literary careers.

Both Schuster and Siit6 were politically
active for their respective ethnic minority
groups and articulated their interests in
public. The reception histories of selected
authors in Romania and in the »mother
countries« of Hungary and Austria/East
and West Germany are preceded by over-
views of the German and Hungarian press
and literature in Romania after 1944.
Parallels found in the biographies of the
authors accentuate the comparative para-
digm of this work in a specific way.
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Petzoldt’s expert reading not only iso-
lates the novels in an aesthetic space, but
points out the interrelatedness between
the literary creative processes and the
multicultural social and political semioses
as well as the minority cultural referen-
tial systems of the post-World War Two
communist regime in Romania. The rich
interpretations of sociological, cultural,
historical references, of the narrated fab-
ric of these novels, the illuminating details
about the somewhat typical life circum-
stances of two literary figures (Schuster,
like most ethnic German authors from
Romania, emigrated to West Germany
in the 1970s, while Stitd fought until his
death for the rights of the ethnic Hunga-
rians in Romania) make this book absolu-
tely recommendable — not only to literary
scholars in general but also to social histo-
rians and any other interested reader.

FJobanna Domokos
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